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the novel creates and moulds the plot. There is no external framework, no merely mechanical plot; all is character, and all is at the same time action. One figure in the pure comedic sense there is in the book, Mr Collins. Mr Collins has no great effect on the action; he is an end, not a means and an end at the same time; he remains unchanged throughout the story. There are other pure comedic elements; for example, the permanent domestic tension between Mr and Mrs Bennett, But in most dramatic novels such figures and combinations are to be found. Hardy has his peasants to give relief and an additional emphasis of proportion to the action; they serve somewhat the same purpose as a sub-plot without being one. The real power of the Wessex Novels lies of course elsewhere, in the development of a changing tension making towards an end. If the chief power of Pride and Prejudice does not reside in that, at least half its power does.
The plot of Pride and Prejudice is very simple. "Why, my dear," says Mrs Bennett in the first chapter, "Mrs Long says that Netherfield is taken by a young man of large fortune from the north of